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From Your Co-Presidents 
Barney Anderson and Tim Decker 

 
COVID has thrown us into a lifestyle that none of us imagined would happen in our lifetime. 

It has affected all of us in different ways: socially, emotionally, economically, and 

physically…some tragically.  The temporary, but extended, loss of social connection amongst 

our Eagles Nest community has been difficult.  This will pass and we will appreciate our social 

connections and freedoms even more once they are restored.   

 

Our Eagles Nest community is fortunate to have so many opportunities to gather: our annual 

picnic, Romeos, Juliets, Seniors and road clean up.  Once it is determined safe to do so, we 

encourage you to take advantage of these opportunities. Your ENTLA Board has decided to 

move our annual picnic to August 28th.  It is our hope that this additional time will enable 

people to feel more comfortable attending.  We look forward to re-connecting, sharing meals, 

lake time…and welcoming new friends to our community. 

 

 

   
Armstrong Lake – Dan Coyne Evening Grossbeak – Rich Floyd Clear Lake – Sheila Schimka 



 

Get to Know Our Neighbors  
Beth and Andy Urban 

 

 
A happy spring greeting to our Eagles Nest Township Lakes 

Association neighbors. We are Beth and Andy Urban and have 

made this beautiful area our home for twenty years. We 

retired here to a beautiful log cabin that was manifested by 

two women.  They built it in 1973. When we bought it, the 

cabin was well appointed and fully furnished. 

 

We both had careers in Education in St. Paul and 

Minneapolis. Our son and family live near St. Paul, and our 

daughter and family live in Milwaukee. Both are educators 

and continue the family tradition. 

 

We were drawn to this area by the air, land, water, and wilderness. When our children were 

younger, we spent some summers at Camp DuNord on Burntside Lake. We have always 

enjoyed being in the outdoors and have camped and fished and hiked for many years. We feel 

fortunate to have chosen Eagles Nest Township to spend our retirement as we not only have 

the beautiful land, air, and water, but also fantastic neighbors who make this a very special 

place. 

 

First Beth, then Andy, served on the ENTLA board. We know that it is important to do what 

we can to protect our air, water, and land.  Just since we have lived here, we can see the stress 

that climate uncertainty has caused. Since 2004 we have seen the forest undergo changes, we 

have watched as bird populations and species have decreased, we have smelled the smoke of 

wildfires from many miles away much more frequently, and we have seen wind intensity 

steadily increase. Hopefully, there will be local, national, and international cooperation to try 

to stabilize these trends. 

 

When not listening to our favorite music, reading, or doing puzzles, you will find us monitoring 

our bluebird trails for the Blue Bird Recovery Program. We monitor nest boxes in Ely, Babbitt, 

and Embarrass. Beth coordinated the Christmas Bird Count Circle for Eagles Nest for ten 

years.  Andy served six years as a Supervisor for the Township. We both still take an active 

interest in the workings of our Township. 

 

Having been on several organizations we know that it takes dedicated people to keep Eagles 

Nest the special place that it is. We thank everyone who takes the time and energy to serve our 

community and a special shout-out to the ENTLA Board and the volunteers who keep us 

informed through this Newsletter. 

 

Have a great summer and enjoy our special community. 

 

Beth and Andy Urban 
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Vermilion Range Cooperative Park Association and Co-op Point 
Sally Koski 

 

 

A cooperative is identified as an enterprise or organization 

owned by and operated for the benefit of those using its 

services. Historically, cooperatives have existed world-wide 

since the 1800s. Numerous cooperatives were formed 

throughout Minnesota, a majority of them were formed by 

Finnish immigrants. Records indicate farm cooperatives, 

grocery, and dry goods cooperatives, as well as newspapers 

popular cooperative endeavors. Several active cooperatives 

existed in the Ely area including the Ely Cooperative 

Association (general store, gas station, and animal feed with a branch store in Winton), the 

Finnish American Farmer’s electric light companies, and the Ely Cooperative Association 

(farmer’s joint phone company, a farmer’s club, and a cattle breeding association).  

In addition to the many business cooperatives that existed, camp and park cooperatives were 

formed to provide cooperative members another opportunity. Finnish Park cooperatives served 

not only a recreational purpose, but also an educational one. The educational work of the 

cooperative was run by the Women’s Cooperative Guild and had the function of conducting 

summer camps for youth.  Cooperative Park Associations usually included meeting halls, 

dormitories and/or recreation facilities. The cooperative parks furnished the places for summer 

camps, adult institutes, rallies, and festivals. Several known Cooperative Parks (and Kaleva 

Camps) are known to have existed in Minnesota, including the Vermilion Range Cooperative 

Park Association on Eagles Nest Lake #1.  

There is not a wealth of existing information about the Vermilion Range Cooperative Park 

Association. What is known has been gleaned from records and documents kept at the 

Immigrant Archives at the University of Minnesota and from the recollections of the few 

remaining people who knew of or attended the Co-Op Point Park. 

The Vermilion Range Cooperative Park Association (VRCPA) incorporation documents were 

filed with State of MN in St. Louis County on December 7, 1931 and Park Association was 

incorporated February 2, 1932. Seven individuals are listed on the incorporation documents: 

Fabian Maenpaa, Jacob Essila, Sigrid Pohjonen all of Ely, Theodore Heilala and Carl Salo of 

Embarrass, and Mike Simonson and Charles Niemi of Tower. There were seven park 

association directors elected by ballot by the stockholders at the annual meeting which was 

held at 8 pm on the last Monday in November of each year. 

According to the incorporation documents, the official name of the co-operative park 

association was the Vermilion Range Cooperative Park Association, whose purpose “shall be to 

provide and maintain park grounds, buildings and other facilities for the recreational and 

education use of its individuals members, member associations and other workers’ and 

farmers’ organizations…to purchase or lease suitable parcels of land, provide thereon adequate 

meeting and recreational halls, picnic and play grounds, athletic fields, camp sites, and any 

other facilities considered necessary and designed to further the general purposes of the 

association; ….to conduct business in general merchandise of all kinds whatsoever, rent or 

lease camps and camp sites, operate a filling and auto service station…..” 
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Minutes of the Association were recorded, and business was conducted in Finnish, at least for 

the majority of the time the VCPA existed. Dues began at $5 and eventually increased to $7 

annually. 

By January 1, 1934 camping lots were assigned to interested parties and the “owners” paid 

the VCPA, who then paid the taxes to the State of Minnesota. Plat maps exist indicating that 

there were 26 original 50-foot lots/camping sites that were leased. The remainder of the 

purchased property was reserved for a park and picnic grounds, which included a pavilion, a 

cook shack, and a dump area. This park and picnic area was used for summer camps, picnics, 

and other activities of the VCPA.  

In 1944 “owners” of the camp sites started to get billed directly by the State of MN; this seems 

to indicate that the property was somehow sold or transferred to the lease owners of the 

camping sites. According to meeting minutes, discussions began in 1947 to consider dissolving 

the park association, however, the Vermilion Range Cooperative Park Association did not 

formally dissolve until 1954. In November of 1954, the outer lots which had been reserved for 

the park and picnic grounds were re-platted into seven 100-foot lots and sold at auction (held 

on October 7, 1954 at 1 pm). Each lot was sold for $250 cash and required a $100 cash deposit. 

Each lot was to be held by the purchaser for a minimum of two years and no businesses were 

to be located on the lots. Each of the existing park buildings was sold separately. It is 

documented that the kitchen building was sold to Andrew Keinonen for $15.  

Several people have shared their remembrances of Co-Op Point, particularly on Co-Op Point 

Road, which served 18 of the original 26 camping lots. Early in the days of the park, there was 

no road to “The Point”; the only access was to walk by a very rocky footpath. At some point, 

the cabin owners on “The Point” used dynamite to blast the rock and then remove the boulders 

and rocks by hand and by 2 wheeled cart. Today, Co-op Point Road is a private road which is 

maintained by the cabin owners, still narrow and rocky. 

Several widows enjoyed spending time at their cabins after their husbands died, however many 

of them did not drive a car. Many of them took the train, which stopped near the original park 

property and then they walked in approximately one mile to their cabins. The other option was 

to take the bus, which graciously stopped on the highway (169) to let the ladies off. From there 

the ladies walked in approximately three miles to the cabin, with groceries.    

Swimming was a major recreational activity on “The Point”, with teens swimming to the   

islands across the lake. Several of the teenage boys used railroad spikes hammered into the 

trunk of a pine tree so they could climb up and dive off one of the smaller 

islands. 

Diving towers were popular, and pictures exist showing the homemade 

ladders and platforms that served as diving towers for the young 

swimmers (my father included). Saunas located steps from the lake still 

exist on many of the properties and are still well used. 

No traces of the Vermilion Range Cooperative Park remain. Several of the 

properties have been combined or have changed hands, but on “The 

Point”, five of the 18 properties are still in the hands of family members 

of the original owners, who have grown up hearing stories of the 

Vermilion Range Cooperative Park Association and who experienced 

firsthand, their Finnish heritage, running from the sauna to the cold 

water, and the joy of summer at the lake.  

 

 

 
Evelyn Koski 

Koski diving tower 4 



Get to Know Our Lakes  
Eagles Nest 4 

Jeff Mogush 
 
 
Our awesome lakes are an important part of what draws 

us to our part of Minnesota.  Like most lakes in the area, 

Eagles Nest Lake Four is a clear water lake with average 

clarity just under twenty feet.  Lake Four is spring fed and 

drains via culvert into Eagles Nest Lake Three and 

ultimately into Lake Vermilion.  At approximately 178 

acres, it is the smallest of the four Eagles Nest Lakes.  

Maximum depth is 49 feet and shore length is 5.06 miles.  

I find the shore length to be of particular interest.  You may 

be familiar with Lake Harriet, in southwest Minneapolis.  

Its area is 341 acres, but because it is round, the shore length is only 2.7 miles.  A lovely lake, 

but kind of boring compared to lakes up here.  

 

The Minnesota DNR Lake Finder lists existing fish species as black 

crappie, bluegill, burbot, hybrid sunfish, largemouth bass, northern 

pike, pumpkinseed, rock bass, smallmouth bass, walleye, yellow 

perch, white sucker, golden shiner.  Some residents take issue with 

the accuracy of the DNR’s statement.  

 

Lake Four features seven islands.  One has a cabin on it, and another 

is a designated Scientific Natural Area (SNA). 

 
Transferred to the state by the Federal Bureau of Land Management, 

this 5-acre bedrock island is crowned with old-growth white and red 

pine. It is one of the state's smallest SNAs, but what it lacks in size it 

makes up for in species richness.   

 

The DNR’s website refers to this as an undeveloped island, but 

points out that, “As strong windstorms have made clear, 

"undeveloped" does not mean unchanging. A number of the 

island's large pine trees have been downed in recent years by 

this natural disturbance.” 

 

Eagles have nested each of the past two 

summers on another of the larger islands.   

 

Twenty-three cabins/homes are on our little lake and five more are very 

close by.  To date, the western side of the lake is undeveloped.  Also, the 

lake has what some call the blackwater, some call the backwater, and 

others call the pond.  Accessible via a shallow channel, this almost 

rectangular, very quiet body of water seems almost sacred.   

 

And no, Eagles Nest Lake Four does not have a public access.   
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Warm Weather Means More People, More 

Activity…Please Go Slow and Be Careful 
With the return of warm weather and our “snowbirds” from the 

south, we are sure to see an increase in activity on our roads.  

Please be careful and slow down for our pedestrians, dog 

walkers, children, and bike riders.  Remember, the posted speed 

limit is not always the safest.  Let’s make it a safe summer. 

 

 

 

Our Fireflies…Helping our Fire Department 

Sue Flesvig and DeAnn Schatz 

 

The Eagle Nest Fireflies is a group in Eagles Nest that started in 

2012.  The purpose of the Fireflies is to support and provide critical 

resources to our Fire Department in its efforts to provide fire 

protection, emergency medical services and a safe environment for 

all residents of Eagle Nest Township.  

Since 2012 the Fireflies have given over $19,000.00 to the 

department to purchase equipment. Some of the items are Jaws of Life, AED Defibrillators, 

Chop Saws, Hoses, CO2 Detectors, Camcorder, Automatic BP Cuffs, six Pulse Oximeters, EMS 

bags, EMS vests, Flashlights, and a K12 Saw. 

The Fireflies meet from June to September on the third Tuesday of the month at 6:30 at the 

Townhall.  We would love all to join to help our Fire Department.  When it is safe to meet again, 

we would love to see you!   

If you are interested in our group, please call DeAnn Schatz at 365-6326 or Sue Flesvig at  

365-2253. 

 

 
 

Medical Emergency? 
What You Can do to Help 

Mary Beth Monte 

 
Our Eagles Nest Fire Department has “File of Life” packets available for 

all residents.  This 4” X 5” magnetic file can be kept on your refrigerator 

door for easy access by emergency medical responders should a 

medical emergency occur.  You simply fill in your contact information 

along with all your medical information, i.e., Doctor, Medications, 

Medical History, etc.  You do not want to take your medications with 

you on a trip to the hospital, a written list is all you need.  Should you want a “File of Life” 

packet, please contact your Road Ambassador or the Eagles Nest Fire Department at  

365-4573 or eaglesnestfirechief@citlink.net.  We will be happy to provide them. 
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Improving Our Fire Department 
Larry McCray, Fire Chief 

 
The Fire Department has had a year filled with challenges. 

Last summer as you might recall we had a major loss 

involving the engine failure of our frontline unit Engine 2. 

After months of searching and looking for a replacement, 

the Board decided to move forward with the purchase of a 

new Engine. We now have a 2021 Rosenbauer Rapid 

Response Engine. We have also taken possession of a 

retired Ambulance. One donated by the City of Tower. We 

have invested in necessary repairs and new identification decals and radios. It now bears the 

name of Eagles Nest Fire Department “Rescue 1”. This unit will carry rescue equipment we 

were not able to have access to before. It will allow us to setup and provide a rehab area for 

fire fighters that have been working for long periods. 

We had what is termed a “Push In” ceremony for the new fire engine. I felt honored to share 

with everyone some of the traditions that have developed in the fire service and how those 

traditions are alive today. The Push In ceremony is the reenactment of the duties performed 

by Fire Fighters over a hundred years ago. Before engine powered trucks, horses pulled 

equipment. When fire companies returned to the House, Fire Fighters first unharnessed and 

put away the horses. The pumpers and steam engines had to be “pushed into the barn”. Today 

we recognize those men and women by pushing in the new truck the first time it is put into 

place. I spoke of the bugles that adorn the shields on the front of the helmets, the cluster(s) of 

bugles on the collars of an officer’s shirt, or the grouping of bugles on the badge. The number 

of bugles indicate the rank of the individual displaying them. Long before advent of radios, 

bugles or trumpets were sounded to pass on orders or to signal emergency evacuation or the 

“all clear” message. The Officer in Charge gave most of those orders. I was able to share that 

the fire service for years regarded its members as family. I mentioned that in most firehouses 

the fire fighters always ate together. Many times, when one truck was out on a call, the 

remaining members in the house would wait for them to return before eating. Families always 

share meals together.  

This year with the replacement of Engine 2 and the addition of 

Rescue 1, we have increased the level of response capabilities of 

our Fire Department. We have increased the amount of water 

carried and added new equipment. We have put into service a new 

rescue saw, enabling us to ventilate quicker and aid in reducing 

fire damage. We have been training on new firefighting techniques. 

We will be responding with Rescue 1 on all EMS and Fire calls. We 

have added new rescue equipment and improved communications.  

I am proud of the work done this year by the men and women of our Fire Department. They 

have worked hard to put into service the new units. They have continued to carry on the 

reputation of hard work and honesty started by the founders of this Department. This year we 

look forward to the future and we look back to the past to honor those that came before us. 

Thank You for all you do. 
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Ruby’s Story 
Ruby Laitinen 

Hello Eagle Nesters, 

My daughter, Barb Theno (on Walsh Road-Lake 2), shares her ENTLA newsletters with me and 

has been encouraging me to write about my 40 years living at Eagles Nest between Lakes 3 

and 2 in the house that now belongs to Toni & Rich Floyd.  So here goes . . .  

I doubt many of you remember me, as I am 92 years old now. In 1958, 

my husband Ed and I bought the house with surrounding property 

from Mr. & Mrs. Hurlburt. We moved up to Ely so Ed could start his 

job as a wildlife game biologist with the State of Minnesota. At the time, 

the house was at the very end of the Eagles Nest Road (4 miles in) and 

there were only three other year-round families living in the area.  

Mr. Hurlburt was a Chicago policeman and had the house built as 

their dream home, which was the only house they ever owned. They moved to northern 

Minnesota to get away from Chicago crime. Mr. Hurlburt rode left fender for Al Capone and 

had pictures to prove it! They kept two big police dogs to guard them, and at one time they had 

a steel gate across the road, which much later became Walsh Road. 

We had three daughters at the time, with a fourth one born in the old Winton hospital, which 

no longer exists. The girls all graduated from Tower High School. I had the bus contract with 

the school to bring the Eagles Nest kids up to the highway to catch the 

main school bus until years later when the regular bus could come in 

on the Eagles Nest Road. The girls enjoyed all outdoor activities, 

including swimming, hiking, biking, fishing, boating, and wildlife, with 

deer and bear swimming across the lake and moose walking through 

our yard. We had toboggan parties at night with skating on both Lakes 

2 and 3, bonfires, lanterns and invited all neighbors down the road and 

one family from across Lake 2. Afterwards, we had spaghetti at the 

house for those who wanted to stay. Periodically, we would hike the 3 

miles in off Bear Head Road to enjoy visits with the old hermit, Sam 

Purvis, at his house in the woods. 

I hung laundry out on the clothesline. One day I came around the corner with my basket and 

a big bear came around the other corner.  He said “woof” and I said “ooh,” and we each turned 

around and ran!  

We bought a small resort on Lake 1 (Blessings Resort) after Ed quit working for the State and 

started a new resort, called Wildlife Lodge. We turned our big dining room into a lodge 

restaurant with me as cook and our girls as waitresses. It was difficult for a while, as we were 

unable to get a phone line in and people reserved by postcard. When we finally got a phone, it 

was on a 10-person party line! 

After several years, we began to gradually sell our resort cabins and 28 lots after subdividing 

our property. This was after a road had been forced through and around Lake 3. Pete & Mary 

Davis were the first ones to buy a lot and became our next-door neighbors. Ed became self-

employed, and I worked at Inland Steel for several years, from which I retired in 1990. Ed’s 

Alzheimer’s was beginning, so we sold to Floyd’s in 1998. 

I live in my townhome in Maplewood now, but Eagles Nest will always seem like home to me. 
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Water Quality 
Joanne Schwartz 

 

Editor’s note:  After leading our water quality efforts for many years, 

Dan Johnson has “passed the baton” to Joanne Schwartz who has 

volunteered to do so.  Thank you, Dan, for your years of service to our 

community.  And thank you, Joanne, for volunteering to take it from 

here. 

 

What does that mean when it pertains to our lakes? It seems 

simple...not a chance. It is very complex and has many attributes 

and just as many units of measurement to compare in order to 

establish measurable standards. Our lake water has many 

fluctuating chemical, biological, and physical characteristics.  “Good” or “bad” quality is 

sometimes difficult to determine.  Every lake, river, and pond have a range of water quality 

measurements. As a member of the Eagles Nest Community, I plan to “paddle around” and 

“scoop” some samples from our lakes.  I will submit them to an independent lab for testing for 

an upcoming report in our newsletter.  Along the way, I will put together some resource 

materials that can be obtained via the Town Hall for anyone who has a greater interest in water 

quality. Here is to the beautiful days and nights ahead as we experience the Eagles Nest 

community. 

 

 

 

  

 

Toni Floyd 

 

Nine Welcome Packets have found their way by residents to their new neighbors in Eagles 

Nest Township in the following areas: 
One on Clear Lake (Grouse Ridge Rd.), one on Lake #3 (Swanson Shores), one on Lake #3 

(Walsh Rd.), one on Lake #2 (Norway Rd.), one on Lake #2 (Peninsula Rd.), one on Lake #1 

(Walsh Rd.), one on Lake #1 (Peninsula Rd.), one on Lake #1 (island), and one on a back lot 

(Rogers Ave.) 

Thanks to all the residents who have delivered Welcome Packets and a big Welcome to all that 

have received them. 

Need a Welcome Packet to deliver? Contact Toni Floyd at 218-365-7420. 

 
New Directory on the Way 

 
Are you a new member?  Has your contact information changed?  We’ll be 
publishing our biennial directory this Summer and want to ensure we have 
accurate member information.  Please complete the membership form 
inserted at the end of this newsletter. 
 
Thank you. 
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A Friendly Reminder…How You Can Help Protect Our Lakes 

Tim Decker 

 
It is important that we, friends, family, and renters coming to visit, continue to protect our 

lakes from the introduction and spread of additional aquatic invasive species. Please remember 

the following state aquatic invasive species laws and recommendations established by the 

Minnesota DNR:  

CLEAN all visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and other prohibited 

invasive species from watercraft, trailers, and water-related equipment 

before leaving any water access or shoreland. 

DRAIN water-related equipment (boat, ballast tanks, portable bait 

containers, motor) and drain bilge, live well and baitwell by removing 

drain plugs before leaving a water access or shoreline property. Keep 

drain plugs out and water-draining devices open while transporting 

watercraft. 

DISPOSE of unwanted bait, including minnows, leeches, and worms, in 

the trash. It is illegal to release bait into a waterbody or release aquatic 

animals from one waterbody to another. If you want to keep your bait, 

you must refill the bait container with bottled or tap water. 

Additional Recommendations:  

Spray, rinse, dry - Some invasive species are small and difficult to see at the access. To remove 

or kill them, take one or more of the following precautions before moving to another waterbody, 

especially after leaving zebra mussel and spiny water flea infested waters:  

• Spray with high-pressure water.  

• Rinse with very hot water: 120°F for at least 2 minutes; or 140°F for at least 10 seconds. 

This will kill zebra mussels and some other AIS  

• Dry for at least 5 days. 

• Run motor and personal watercraft for a few seconds to discharge water before leaving 
a water access.  

• Transport fish on ice - be prepared, bring a cooler.  

Cleaning stations are located at numerous public landings on area lakes.  An attendant will 

spray your boat and trailer with high-pressure hot water free of charge. For station locations, 

please use this link: https://webapps15.dnr.state.mn.us/ais_decon_sites. 
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Let There Be Darkness 

Rich Floyd 
 
 

 
People from places far and wide have come to call this neck of 

the woods their homes or their homes away from home. What 

is it that attracts people here? I would guess the primary 

attraction is not a job, unless the work is related to outdoor 

recreation. A good many people have come here because they 

love the scenery, the wildlife, and the peacefulness, as well as 

the outdoor activities this area has to offer. It’s a welcomed 

change from the daytime hustle and bustle, and glaring night 

life of the urban environment. 

Here, it’s serene. Have you ever sat on your deck or dock on a dead-calm night with the stars 

overhead, listening to the loons or an occasional wolf? 

Have you ever looked up at the vast universe, 

contemplating the meaning of life? Ever watched the 

northern lights dancing? Marveled at the Milky Way? Been 

enchanted by the sight of a comet? You can’t see those 

awesome sights in the city. Not even a small town like Ely. 

But here you can. Why? Because the nights are dark. 

However, with each new outdoor light that shines, they are 

becoming less dark. 

Outdoor lights do, indeed, have merit. But outdoor lights left burning brightly (or even dimly, 

like dock lights) when no one’s around have no utility. And there is no need for lights to be 

shining all over the place. Please consider turning off your outdoor lights 

when not in use or fitting them with motion detectors. And please consider 

retrofitting shrouds on your outdoor fixtures or replacing them with new 

approved lighting (example pictured) to focus the light where it is needed. 

These steps will enhance our enjoyment in living here—the reason most of 

us chose to live here. Incidentally, the Boundary Waters and Voyageurs 

National Park recently became two of the newest International Dark Sky 

Sanctuaries. Let’s mimic what they have. 

If you are interested in replacing outdoor lighting with new, Dark Sky approved lighting, please 

click on this link: 

Fixture Seal of Approval | International Dark-Sky Association 

 

To learn more about the International Dark Sky Association, please click on this link: 

About Us | International Dark-Sky Association 
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DNR Fisheries Survey Results 

Eagle’s Nest 3 Summary 
Jeff Eibler, Assistant Area Fisheries Supervisor, MN DNR 

 

Editor’s note: Last summer, an association member noticed a heightened level of activity on Lake 

Three.  ENTLA Board member Bev Decker volunteered to investigate.  She met with the DNR in 

Tower to find that the DNR was doing a fisheries survey.  Jeff Eibler of the DNR was kind enough to 

write this summary for us.  Thank you, Bev, and Jeff. 

 

The DNR Fisheries office in Tower is responsible for fish management on over 900 lakes in 

northern St. Louis and Lake Counties. Our staff spends much of the summer conducting 

surveys of fish populations throughout our work Area. Standardized surveys using various 

sampling gears (gill nets, trap nets, electrofishing) are conducted to allow us to compare results 

over time. The frequency of surveys for a lake depends on its size, fishing pressure, and any 

management actions (stocking, regulations, etc.) we may be evaluating. There are many 

popular, high priority lakes in our work Area including the Eagle’s Nest Chain of lakes which 

are surveyed every five years. Only Vermilion, Burntside, Trout and Bear Head Lakes are 

surveyed more frequently. 

The fish population of Eagle’s Nest 3 was surveyed in 2020. We conducted night electrofishing 

during the night of June 16th; nearshore trap netting beginning June 29th; and offshore gill 

netting during the week of August 10th. Species caught during the survey included bluegill, 

largemouth bass, northern pike, rock bass, smallmouth bass, spottail shiner, walleye, white 

sucker, and yellow perch. Many of these species provide excellent opportunities for angling but 

perhaps the species most often sought is walleye. 

I’m pleased to report, the walleye population appeared to be quite healthy. We averaged over 

19 walleye/gill net. DNR Fisheries has surveyed EN3 over a dozen times dating back to 1956. 

The 2020 walleye catch was the highest on record. Previous highs of 14 walleye/net were 

recorded in both 1977 and 2010. Each fish sampled is measured and the 2020 crew noted 

high numbers of 7-9” fish as well as high numbers of 12-15” fish. Several walleye just under 

26” were also caught. The DNR does not stock EN3 and therefore the population is entirely 

made up of naturally reproduced fish. Ironically, while on the lake, our crew had heard a few 

poor fishing reports. One possible explanation I can offer, in addition to high numbers of 

walleye our survey also indicated a high number of small perch were present in the lake. Perch 

offer an ideal food source for walleye and, speaking from personal experience, it’s a challenge 

for anglers to compete with these natural food items. Take heart, in my 32 years of experience, 

I have seen this happen many times. 

A note on non-native species: there are a number of non-native and invasive species that have 

become established in the Tower/Ely area. Eagle’s Nest 3 has two of them; rusty crayfish and 

rainbow smelt. During each survey, we include small-mesh gill nets specifically designed to 

capture smelt. I’m happy to report no smelt were caught during the 2020 survey. The last 

survey during which smelt were caught was 2005. In contrast, 1,430 (159/net) rusty crayfish 

were caught in 2020. Unfortunately, there are no signs of the crayfish numbers declining in 

this lake. 

I’ve only provided a summary here but complete survey results, including detailed analysis of 

age and growth data, will be available during the spring of 2021 at the LakeFinder link on the 

DNR’s website: www.dnr.state.mn.us. 
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Wildfire Resiliency Tips 

Gloria Erickson, Contracted St. Louis County Firewise 

 

Spring has finally arrived in the North Country! 

However, before spring “green up” is also when the 

region is at the highest risk for wildfire.  Now is the time 

to get outside, enjoy the fresh air, and help your 

property become more wildfire resilient. There are many projects you can do with little 

investment to lower your wildfire risks.  

Be ready for emergency personnel if the need arises: 

• Check and clear around address and street signs. Make sure the sign is perpendicular 

to the road and reflective on both sides.  

• Make sure your driveway is cleared of overhanging trees and branches at a minimum of 

14 feet wide and 14 feet high for easier access for emergency vehicles.  

 

Make your home more wildfire resilient 

• Screen areas below decks and porches with 1/8” wire mesh to help prevent material 

from accumulating underneath. 

• Cover exterior attic and soffit vents with 1/8” metal wire mesh to help stop sparks from 

entering your home. 

• Enclose eaves to help prevent embers/sparks from entering your home. 

• Sweep pine needles and leaves from porches and rake from under decks, porches, play 

structures, etc. 

• Clear any needles and leaves out of gutters and off roofs. 

• Inspect and replace shingles or roof tiles as needed.  Cover ends of tiles and metal roofs 

with fire resistant stops to help prevent embers being sucked in during a wildfire.  

• Make sure chimneys have spark arrestors.  

Remove debris from around your home: 

• Move woodpiles, construction materials, trash, and other flammables at least 30 feet 

from your home or other buildings. This includes project wood under the porch and any 

stored propane or gas cans near the home. 

• Rake and remove pine needles and leaves from 3 to 5 feet around your home and other 

buildings. Maintain the grass and weeds in the same perimeter. 

 

Make your property more wildfire resilient: 

• Remove lower limbs of trees up to 10 feet from forest floor that are within 30 feet of all 

structures to help keep future fires on the forest floor. Removing lower limbs will lower 

the risk of the “ladder” fuel from the forest floor to get up into the crown of the tree. 

• Make sure trees are cut, brush is removed, and grass is trimmed around your propane 

tank.  And remember, a full tank is a safer tank as we go into fire season. 

• Dispose of branches, weeds, leaves, and pine needles at designated hazardous woody 

debris drop off sites. Check county websites for locations and operating hours.  

 

 

 

13 



 

May 1st is Community Wildfire Preparedness Day.  Encourage your neighbors to: 

• Create a family communication plan and have an evacuation route mapped out in the 

event of a wildfire. 

• Locate two alternate routes out of your neighborhood and drive them with the family. 

• Create or update an evacuation kit or go bag for each of your family members and pets: 

(https://mwgjlaw.com/wildfires/grab-and-gochecklists).  

• Encourage your neighbors to register online for their county emergency alert notification 

system. All information is confidential. 

- Register for St. Louis County emergency notifications: 

https://member.everbridge.net/453003085616005/login 

- Register for Lake County emergency notifications: 

https://member.everbridge.net/453003085619442/login  

• Set up a neighborhood text tree that lets you send information rapidly via text during 

an emergency. 

• Reach out and help elderly or disabled neighbors with any of the above wildfire resiliency 

tasks. A crew of neighbors can achieve a lot in just a few hours.  

• Collaborate with neighbors on improving emergency access by trimming and clearing 

shared ingress/egress. 

• Consider renting a roll-away dumpster with neighbors to dispose of trash and/or brush 

debris. 

 

Preparing our homes and communities for wildfire resiliency is a shared responsibility.  We all 

can play a role to lower our risks and build stronger community relationships. 

Good luck, stay safe, and have FUN!!! 

You can contact Gloria at: gloria@dovetailinc.org or 218-365-0878. 

 

 

 

 

           News About Dues 
 

Still wondering how to pay dues?  Annual dues are $10.00.  To pay dues for 

2020 and/or 2021 you may send a check made out to ENTLA to this address: 

   ENTLA 

   1552 Bear Head State Park Rd. 

   Ely, MN  55731 

 

You may also pay dues at our annual picnic and meeting planned for August 28th. 
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Bear Management, Feeding Consequences,  

Conflict Prevention, and Bear Interactions 
MN DNR 

 

Editor’s Note:  Last year several residents expressed concerns about interactions with bears. The 

following guidelines are provided by the DNR. 

 

Did You Know? 

• MN DNR is responsible for reducing conflict between bears and humans.  

• Providing high quality bear habitat through sound forest management. 

• Educating public on how to live with bears. 

• Research to increase knowledge of bear biology. 

• Managing bear populations with a hunting season.  

Bear Conflict Prevention 

• Do not feed bears. 

• Reduce garbage odors by frequently disposing of trash at landfill, locking garbage in a 

secure building or bear proof containers.  

• Compost vegetable scraps and keep meat scraps in a freezer until trash day. 

• Wash garbage cans frequently and use lime to cut odors.  

• Remove bird feeders in the spring and fall during times of reduced 

natural bear food. If you feed birds during the summer months 

remove feed at night when bears are active.  

• Keep pet food inside. 

• Frequently clean grills, picnic tables and outdoor eating areas.  

• Barking dogs and yard alarms are helpful to scare bears away.   

• Electric fences around gardens, garbage cans and bird feeders are 

an effective prevention method to keep nuisance bears away. 

Consequences of Feeding Bears 

• Bear feeding increases bear populations by providing “safe” spaces for bears to 

congregate and increase bear/human interactions.  

• Increased high quality nutrients from human food means bears have cubs at a younger 

age and more cubs in a litter. Bears that are not fed will generally start having cubs at 

age 4.  Bears that are fed begin having cubs at age 2 or 3. Female bears that are too 

young often do not know how to properly raise bear cubs leading to further problems 

with abandoned cubs or a higher frequency of human interaction. Litter sizes have also 

increased from the normal average of 2 to as many as 4 cubs.  

• Feeding areas increases bear density leading to density dependent mortality. Bears that 

are in close contact to each other mean that disease is more easily transmitted from 

bear to bear. 

• Bears fed human food can become unhealthy as human food is often high in sugar, fat, 

and preservatives.  

• Bears who associate humans with food lose their natural fear of humans. This leads 

to bears that do not run away in fear or stand their ground when confronted.  
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Bear interactions 

• Do not approach and do not shoot bears. 

• Make loud noises by yelling, banging pots and pans or 

throwing something at the bear. 

• If the bear “woofs”, snaps its jaws, slaps the ground or 

vegetation, or bluff charges: YOU ARE TOO CLOSE! Back away 

slowly and go inside and wait for bear to leave. 

• Do not chase or corner bears and allow an escape route for 

bears. 

• Remove dogs from the area and do not allow loose dogs that 

will chase bears.  

• Effective bear protection includes bear spray, wrist rocket or sling shots, walking with 

bells or talking loudly to alert the bear of your presence.  

• Leave a bear alone that is treed it will go away when it feels safe.  

• If a bear is causing damage or endangering people or pets call the Tower MN DNR office 

218-300-7860 or email at tower.wildlife@state.mn.us  

 

Helpful Bear Links from MN DNR: 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/livingwith_wildlife/bears/index.html 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/livingwith_wildlife/bears/relocating.html 

 

 
ENTLA Trading Post 

 

Have something or a service you want to buy, sell, or trade?  Send your ad to 

timdecker54@gmail.com and we’ll list it in our “trading Post”.  All submissions subject to 

approval by the editor. 

 

Docks for sale 

• 24-foot steel frame dock on wheels with wooden top. On Eagles nest 3. Make offer. 

• Several 8-foot sections of deka dock, galvanized with composite decking. On Eagles 

nest 3. Make offer.  Call Tom at 612-251-0453 
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Save the Dates 

 

48th Annual Board Meeting and Picnic 
Currently planned for August 28th. A time to reconnect, meet new members, share a meal, and 

have fun.  

 

Road Cleanup 
It has become a tradition for many, a good time for all. 

 
Calling all able-bodied persons who like to see Eagles Nest roads Clean.   

When: May 29th, 10 A.M.  and September 4th, 10 A.M.  

Where: Town Hall parking lot. 

 

Romeos 

       (Retired Old Men Eating Out) 

You need not be retired or old to be a ROMEO “member”.  During “normal” times meet every 

Wednesday at 11:30 at various restaurants in Ely and Tower from April 21st through October 

27th to socialize and share stories over lunch.  Should you be interested in dining with friends 

and neighbors when you are here, contact Dan Johnson at SimplyDan@aol.com or 218-365-

6420 for a 2019 schedule.  Weekly reminders are sent via email to “members” who choose to be 

notified.  We hope to begin having our lunches sometime this summer. 

 

Juliets 

        (Just Us Ladies Interested in Eating Out Sometimes) 

Juliets is a group of Eagles Nest Ladies who meet for lunch on the second Thursday of each 

month June through October.  We meet at Ely area restaurants at 11:30 a.m.  Please consider 

joining us for lunch and good conversation.  If you are interested in attending, please call Sue 

Flesvig at 365-2253 and she will put you on our email list.  We hope to begin having our 

lunches sometime this summer. 

 

Eagles Nest Seniors 

The Eagles Nest Seniors meet the fourth Monday of each month, May through October, at 5:30 

pm at the Eagles Nest Town Hall. We’re not all senior citizens, but a group of neighbors of 
varying ages (40's to 90's) who enjoy getting together.   
 
Our meetings include a delicious meal, either potluck, or an ethnic meal prepared by several 
members. Often there is a lecture on the local culture, the flora, and the fauna of our lakes 
region. Some meals are followed by lively local entertainment - music, comedians, etc.  
 
Additionally, a “Coffee 'N” morning get-together is held the first Saturday of each month, May 
through October, at 10 am to 11 am at the Eagles Nest Town Hall. Our seniors take turns 
hosting this coffee. Dues are $5.00 a year.  We hope to begin having our dinners and “Coffee 
N” sometime this summer. 
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The Station 
Robert Hastings 

 

 

Editor’s note: Different versions of this can be found.  I have had this one tucked away in a file 

for many years.  Some may question how much of this applies, considering we are farther along 

on our “trip”.  However, everything is relative and perhaps some of this may apply in each 

person’s unique way.    

 
Tucked away in our own subconscious is an idyllic vision.  We see ourselves on a long trip that 

spans the continent. We are traveling by train. 

Out the windows we drink in the passing scene of cars on nearby highways, of children waving 

at a crossing, of cattle grazing on a distant hillside, of smoke pouring from a power plant, of 

row upon row of corn and wheat, of flat lands and valleys, of mountains and rolling hillsides, 

of city skylines and village halls. 

But uppermost in our minds is the final destination. On a certain day at a certain hour, we 

will pull into the station.  Bands will be playing and flags waving. 

Once we get there so many wonderful dreams will come true, and the pieces of our lives will fit 

together like a complete jigsaw puzzle.  How restlessly we pace the aisles, damming the minutes 

for loitering – waiting, waiting, waiting for the station. 

“When we reach the station, that will be it!” we cry. 

“When I’m 18.”  “When I buy a new 450 SL Mercedes-Benz!”  “When I put the last Kid through 

College.”  “When I have paid off the mortgage!”  “When I get a promotion.”  “When I reach the 

age of retirement, I shall live happily ever after!” 

Sooner or later, we must realize there is no station, no one place to arrive at once and for all.  

The true joy of life is the trip.  The station is only a dream.  It constantly outdistances us. 

It isn’t the burdens of today that drive men mad.  It is the regrets over yesterday and the fear 

of tomorrow.  Regret and fear are twin thieves who rob us of today. 

So, stop pacing the aisles and counting the miles.  Instead, climb more mountains, eat more 

ice cream, go barefoot more often, swim more rivers, watch more sunsets, laugh more, cry less. 

Life must be lived as we go along.  The station will come soon enough. 
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ENTLA Board Members 2021- 2022 

 

   

Barney Anderson, 2021 
1282 Walsh Road 
218-365-7728 

katha@frontiernet.net 
       
Ryan Bajan, 2023 
3547 Victoria Road 
218-260-4403 
rdbajan@gmail.com 
 
Bev Decker, 2021 
1220 Walsh Road 
612-859-7310 

tbtkdecker@gmail.com 

 
Tim Decker, 2022 
1220 Walsh Road 
612-875-5855 
timdecker54@gmail.com 
 
Toni Floyd, 2022 
1264 Walsh Rd. 
218-365-7420 

eglsnstg@frontier.com 

 
Dennis Kaetterhenry, 2022 
3864 Bald Eagle Dr. 
651-285-2225     
denlaur7@msn.com 
 
Jeff Mogush, 2023                        
3529 East Lake 4 Rd 
612-799-8812                                      
jeff@mogush.net 
 
Tony Pecha, 2022 
3667 Highway 169                                                                       
218-365-3104                                 

Joanne Schwartz, 2023 
1266 Walsh Road 
218-969-8115 
salmi3970@q.com 
 
Jackie Terauds, 2021 
1300 Walsh Road 
612-201-1199 
Jterauds25@icloud.com 

 
 
 
                         

Officers 
 
Co-Presidents: Barney Anderson 
       Tim Decker 
 
Vice President: Tony Pecha 
 
Treasurer: Dennis Kaetterhenry 
                                                             
Secretary: Jeff Mogush       
                            
Water Clarity: Barney Anderson   
           Tim Decker   
 
Water Quality: Joanne Schwartz                                                          
 
Welcome: Toni Floyd 
 
Membership: Dennis Kaetterhenry 
 
Adopt a Hwy: Barney Anderson 

           Tony Pecha 
 

Newsletter: Tim Decker 

royalwulff1951@gmail.com 
 

 
 
Would you like a digital version of this newsletter?  Have an article, picture, suggestions for 

the newsletter?  Contact Tim Decker at timdecker54@gmail.com or 612-875-5855.  We need 

articles and pictures for the Fall newsletter. 
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Membership Form and Directory Information 

Eagles Nest Township Lakes Association 

It is necessary to complete this form ONLY IF you are a  

new member or there are changes from 2020-2021. 

 

Only your name, township address and lake/cell phone number will be listed in the biennial directory 

 

Name:              

Alternate/Additional Name:  

Circle One:  Armstrong    Camp    Clear    EN Lake 1  EN Lake 2   EN Lake 3 

         EN Lake 4    Pickerel    Robinson    Five Mile    Six Mile    Back-lot 

Lake/Township Address:           

Lake Contact Phone Number:  
 

Home Address: (To receive newsletters by mail when you are not at the lake.) 

Street:              

City: ______________________________     State: _______      Zip:    

Alternate Phone:  

Email Address:  

Additional Email Address:  

Annual Dues: $10.00 per household, July 1st – June 30th 

Make checks payable to “ENTLA” or Eagles Nest Township Lakes Association 

Mail to:  ENTLA 
 1552 Bear Head State Park Rd. 
  Ely, MN 55731 
 

ENTLA e-mail:  entlakesassn@gmail.com 

Please circle those functions for which you would be willing to volunteer: 

Board Member    Roadside Cleanup    Water Clarity Reader    Mailing Preparation     
Picnic Preparation    Zebra samplers    Boat Launch Ambassadors    Water Samplers  
Miscellaneous – one-time help.   

 
To volunteer as a Firefighter or First Responder contact the Chief at 218-365-4573 or 
eaglesnestfirechief@citlink.net.   
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Annual Meeting and Picnic 

August 28th at Noon 

ENTLA 

1552 Bear Head State Park Road  

ELY, MN  55731 


