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From Your Co-Presidents
Barney Anderson and Tim Decker
We have board members that have completed their term and “retired” from the board. And sadly, our board Vice
President, Tony Pecha, passed away in February. We are grateful for their service and contributions to making our
community a better place.
We now need your help and ask that you please consider joining our board. As a board member, you will be part of
a team that serves as advocates for our community, and acts as a liaison facilitating communication with the township
and any groups having matters that affect our township. We are looking for volunteers to share their insight and
guidance and help make a difference in our community. We believe there are people that would make excellent board
members and have much to contribute. We currently have seven board members, the minimum number required to
maintain the board.
The purpose of our board, as stated in our By-Laws, is “to generally engage in the promotion, protection, and
conservation of the lakes in Eagles Nest Township and surrounding areas and countryside and to participate actively
in the encouragement of good conservation practices, the protection of property, and all matters of common concern.”
The board meets the third Thursday of each month, May through September, for approximately one hour.
If you would like to know more, please contact Tim Decker at timdecker54@gmail.com or 612-875-5855.

In Memoriam - Our Friend, Tony Pecha
Heather Fitzgerald and good friends, Bob Pearson, Scott Kregness, and Francis “Fitz” Fitzgerald .

Many of us are still reeling from the sudden death of our dear friend, Tony. His
dedication to his friends, customers, and the communities he served, made a
positive impact on so many people’s lives in so many different ways. Born and
raised on the range, he was well known throughout the Tower-Soudan, Cook,
Babbitt, and Ely area.
Many may not know that even though Tony had a long career in banking, he
received his degree in Chemistry with a minor in Math from St John’s, and of
course, he was a proud Johnnie! I believe he lasted for one year teaching before
coming back to Tower to begin his career in banking. His goal was to reach 40
years before retiring, and he came darn close within a few months. Tony retired,
somewhat unexpectedly, with the unfortunate passing of his wife, Karen near
Christmas in 2015.
Tony and Karen loved spending time at the Mud Creek hunting shack as well as on Mitiwan at TOKAREBO
(the acronym for TOny, KAren, REnee and BOb (Pearson). Tony loved the outdoors with fly-fishing near
Isabella, bird hunting with his dogs, taking elk hunting trips out West, and would always talk about working out
daily and then taking his dogs for miles-long walks near Mud Creek. One of his dogs……., ok, it was Bandit,
……. although faithful and full of energy, would disappear, for hours on end a few times, but would always
come back. Bandit was his support and partner in all his activities in life and is now loving life with Scott &
Marilyn Kregness.
Tony always had awesome stories and one-liners. He liked to brag about catching walleye right off his dock. He
liked to brag about being the FIRST one to score 1,000 points in Tower-Soudan basketball - with evidence of
the sign that was STILL on the gym wall. He always said, “it’s not that easy to be
this good looking.” He would beam with pride to show us old high-school pictures
at work - that he did actually have hair at one time! Tony was a man of his word, a
private, simple, and happy man. He didn’t like answering his landline much, which
made him get more and more familiar with texting. He enjoyed getting together
having breakfast, lunch, or dinner with his neighbors and friends and sharing
samples of his elk meat.
As we all know, Tony had a wonderful sense of humor as well as an optimistic
outlook on life, and always found the positive in any situation. The glass was
always half full. Nothing could be a greater testament to this than how he dealt with
his heart infection in 2019 where he found himself in a situation that would have
been overwhelming to most of us, yet with his strong faith, he soldiered through
and did his best to make his life better. He had the patience of a saint.

Elk hunting pack string coming back
to camp with Teton mountains in the
background.

Although Tony left us without the opportunity to say goodbye – maybe that’s the way he wanted it – riding his
sled out in the woods, near his favorite part of the world ……. now reunited with Karen, and hopefully smiling
down on all of us.
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Get to Know Our Neighbors
Joyce and Vaughn Knapp
The Knapp family became summer residents in 1959, when Vaughn’s
parents, Bob and Susan toured the area with Bill Trygg. The cabin they
purchased, was owned by a Finnish family, one of three, all built at
approximately the same time shortly after WW II. All three were the same
in many ways and have very similar saunas by the lake. Changes and
improvements have followed ever since. First, and most important was the
installation of a septic system and indoor plumbing. Next came the
excavating and building a basement under 3/4s of the cabin. Soon a small
deck was added, and subsequently has been enlarged. The biggest
improvement for the expanding family in 1993, was the construction of a
garage with an upstairs studio/bedroom. Vaughn and Bob Nagele were the builders.
Thirty years ago, we abandoned our dug well and now we source our water from a spring on the lake bottom 25
feet from the shore. The filtering system was installed by Vaughn with supervision by Pete Davis. We are so
fortunate to have such clear clean water. We do test with the County Health Dept frequently, and just this last
year have started buying our drinking water out of precaution for our now two great grandchildren.
The cabin called the Knapshack, has been the summer vacation spot for four generations. We have lived in
Hibbing, Missouri, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Arizona, and now, Colorado. All the moves with exception on the
last two were following Vaughn’s career in mining. The call of the lake and dear friends brings us back to our
little cabin in Minnesota each year. When we lived in Hibbing our two children, Sara and Steven, were in pjs
and Friday night we would load them and a cat to head north. The kids would wake up when we turned the
corner and could see Stelmachs store, selling ‘moccasins half price.’
When Vaughn retired, we were mid-May to end of September residents at the lake. Vaughn has served as
President of the lake association, and we have been part of all the activities at the Town Hall. We have loved all
the Seniors meetings, joined the First Pres in Ely, and were active in the Heart of the Woods quilters.
Fishing has changed. In the distant past it was easy to catch crappies for dinner that night. Vaughn’s folks talked
of the fish fries at Day’s resort every week with an abundance of fish. That has changed and you work a little
longer to get some walleye or northern.
Our fleet of watercraft include two kayaks, one 17ft sailboat, an aluminum canoe, and a paddle board. It is a
quiet lake, and we wish it to stay that way. The debate about ATV’s is disturbing and we are hoping that the
ATVers will choose a different route to get from Tower to Ely.
The quiet atmosphere, the serenity while watching the sunset across the lake, the goodness of caring neighbors
sharing their stories while sitting on the front deck, the drop in visitors for a cup of coffee in the morning, all
this and more have kept us coming back each year. We have missed one year, 2021 when COVID said ‘stay
home’. Five generations have enjoyed our cabin. We’ve lived in seven different locations, but we feel that 1535
Bear Head State Park Road is HOME.
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Cuteness Returns to Eagles Nest Township
We Can Answer Your Questions to Help Prepare for It
Eagles Nest Bear Team

By the time you read this newsletter hopefully the snow is gone, and the forest is
starting to green up. Along with spring comes the arrival of a new generation of
bear cubs, usually born in late January. In the spring these cubs are dependent on
their mother, and you will likely see them following her since she is still nursing.
Mother black bears and cubs are also likely to be seen near large white pine trees.
Mature white pines are a favorite refuge tree for the bears to escape danger. White
pine bark is easy for the cubs to grasp and climb high out of danger. The bears will
also be looking for some spring foods such as: large leaf aster, interrupted fern
stems, willow catkins, snow fleas and aspen catkins just to name a few. Black bears are omnivores with young growth
vegetation, and berries playing a big part of their diet. The last two years have been challenging for much of the wildlife
in northeastern Minnesota due to the drought and wildfires, hopefully 2022 will be better.
As we all get settled into our cabins this spring here are a few reminders of activities to
help avoid any unwanted visitors. Early May is the time to bring in those winter bird
feeders and store any left-over bird seed in a secure container in the garage. Check your
garbage containers. Are the tops secure from critters and is the container inside a garage?
Walk your property for any unwanted debris that has appeared over the winter and dispose
of it properly.
The Eagles Nest community also has a new volunteer group called Bear Team. So, who
are we:
Our Mission
We are residents of bear country offering education and simple solutions to coexist with the bears among us.
About Us
We are a volunteer group of people from all walks of life, willing to share our knowledge of black bears via educational
information, simple solutions, and on-site visits.
All team members either live full time or part of each year in northern Minnesota. We have been involved in black bear
research, studies, and education for more than a decade and want to share that knowledge with others. We are here to talk
to you about bears. We can share specific bear data, stories, and observations, as well as answer your questions. We want
to give back to the communities we live in by sharing facts about bears and providing an environment where
misconceptions can be discussed and corrected. Our goal is to enable harmonious cohabitation of humans and black bears.
People are moving into more remote areas where bears and other wildlife have existed for many years. Black bear habitat
is shrinking because of this. Many of these people come with perceptions of bears they believe to be true and most want to
enjoy the outdoors, the wildlife, and a peaceful life living in the Northwoods. A wild
animals’ existence often depends upon people’s attitudes and their willingness to coexist
with them.
This Bear Team is here to help people learn how to coexist with black bears.
Feel free to contact us.
Website: BearTeam.Info
Phone number: 218-341-5085
Email Address: Contact@BearTeam.Info
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Do you want ATV Clubs to build trails
through Eagles Nest Township?
The Prospectors ATV Club currently has two
designated ATV trails that connect Ely,
Tower, and Babbitt. One of these trails passes
directly through Eagles Nest Township on
Bear Head State Park Road and Trygg Road.
This winter the Prospector ATV Club
proposed to the Eagles Nest Township (ENT)
Board of Supervisors (BOS) alternative trails which pass through our Township. These newly proposed routes are
currently scheduled to be discussed at the June 21, 2022, BOS meeting.
Our newly formed Advocacy Group opposes any trail that funnels a higher volume of ATVs from outside our
community directly through our peaceful residential neighborhoods. Our utmost concerns include increased traffic,
noise, speed, safety, and environmental degradation that diminish the quality of life we all cherish.
Visit our website - learn what’s going on, get involved at www.EaglesNestTrails.org or contact the Eagles Nest Trails
Advocacy Group at Advocacy@EaglesNestTrails.org.

DNR researchers optimistic about moose population wellbeing, immediate future
Minnesota DNR, April 4, 2022
For the 11th year in a row, Minnesota’s moose population remains
relatively stable. The 2022 population survey estimates the moose
population at 4,700, statistically unchanged from the last survey, which
was conducted in 2020.
Although there is no statistically significant change in the estimated
population relative to 2020, this year’s estimated number of moose is
the highest since 2011, when the population was midway through a
steep decline.
Additionally, calves comprised an estimated 19% of the population and the estimated calf-cow ratio was 45 calves
per 100 cows. This is the highest both indicators have been since 2005, when the population was near its peak and
considered healthy. Both factors are indicators of potential improvement in reproductive success, which has a positive
impact on population numbers.
While the continued population stability and indicators of reproductive success are good news, DNR researchers
point out that Minnesota moose remain at risk long term. Presently, the moose population is 47% lower than its peak
in 2006.
Both the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa and the 1854 Treaty Authority contributed funding and
personnel for the 2022 annual survey. The survey is available on the DNR’s moose management
page (mndnr.gov/Moose).
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Get to Know Our Lakes
Bud Van Deusen (And a few neighbors)
EAGLES NEST LAKE ONE: CLEARLY WONDERFUL!
Hello! Welcome to Lake One! Glad you stopped by. Never been here before? Well, there’s so much to tell. Got a minute?
Have a chair and we’ll get a ‘cuppa’ and sit on the deck.
Well, you see the tree lined lake out there. Yes, there are quite a few folks livin’ here these days. It wasn’t like that years
ago. But it seems we were the first of the Eagles Nest lakes to be settled. See that far north-west shore? That even line
above? That’s the old rail line that linked mines and lumber mills from the Ely/Winton area to Tower and the rest of the
world. Not 70 yrs. ago, the line still ran. Before that it was the native people, trappers, explorers, and prospectors.
You see, our lakes are up at the height of land, and we flow out to the west via Lake Two and the East Two River to Lake
Vermillion. We don’t have much bog water flowing in and so our water is quite clear. In summer, the clarity reaches 20+
feet!
In the early years of settlement, it was visiting folks, camping, and fishing. Often, they were dropped off by the train and
picked back up. In the mid-1920s folks began to see the chance to own land along these lakes and as loggers opened up
roads connecting Tower and Ely, it was a natural to start buying the shore land. Some of the early residents were Tom and
Margret McLaughlin. Their niece, Mille was the swim team captain at the Ely High school and used to swim from
Mclaughlin’s resort camp to the stone-faced island out there and back all summer. When Mille was retired, she didn’t drive
and rode her bicycle back and forth to Ely till she was well into her 80s!
One of the significant settlements was Vermilion Co-operative Park, later to be known as the Co-op. The hardy Finns
enjoyed the waters and camp life for many years as a community. As time went on, they bought in other places. Many still
have decedents living on the various ‘Nest lakes.
In the early to mid-1930s the concept of a fishing camp/resort started to gain
traction. Early resorts from the 1920s were along the beginning of what is
now Walsh Road. Orville Blessing had camps where the Sutherlands now
live. With several camp resorts on Lake Three and the same on Lake One.
The Forest Glen Lodge established by the Mclaughlin’s sold a lot to Clyde
Hoag. He liked to practice his violin on the lake shore. You could hear him
all over da place! Bill Day Sr. was the next operator at Forest Glen, and a
master carpenter. He built many of the early cabins. Quite a few which are
still standing.
What’s that? Yes, that’s right. There was a fly-out float plane service out of Forest Glen. It was the center of activity on
the lake in the 1960s. They had a main lodge building with a restaurant and bar. It didn’t hurt that Mr. and Mrs. Day had a
lovely daughter that many of the summer resident boys would try to woo.
Fishing? Yes, it was the main reason people came. You see the lake
is the deepest of the Eagles Nest chain at at 75’. What was interesting
was back in the day, folks would go down to the shores of Lake
Superior and net smelt. Then they’d bring ‘em back and clean them
on the shores of lake One and Two. Before you knew it, we had some
of the richest bait fish ever! Pike and Walleyes grew big and fat. The
catching was good. Somewhere along the line the introduction of
bass took hold and that, along with perch and crappy made it a fine
fishing lake. Ah, but alas, later, in the 1990s someone brought some
rusty red crayfish up to use for bait. The problem was that they
reproduced and took over lakes One and Two. Eventually even lake Three. They became so plentiful they ate everything.
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All the vegetation, fish eggs, fry, even bait fish!

For a long time, the fish population plummeted. Slowly, over time, the fish and turtles, otters and even Loons have learned
how good they are and how easy to catch. Slowly now, vegetation and fish populations are coming back. Seems our natural
world finds a way.
One of the unique things about Lake One is what used to be the bear sanctuary/lab on the north and west end. For many
years Lynn Rogers and crew were studying the bears. As a result, we folks around the lake often had bear encounters.
Usually it was interesting, often a delight. But sometimes bears are.…. well, bears. It has kept life interesting.
How many folks live here ya say? Well, that depends on the time of year. In Summer we may have most of the cabins busy
and active, especially on the Fourth of July holiday. It’s just a tradition to ‘come home’ for that occasion. But come winter,
there are far fewer. Believe it or not, we are the chosen home for a number of hardy retired folks who enjoy the peace, the
pace, the sense of being truly ‘up nort.’
Yes, you got that right. It is a blessing to be here, for a short stay, or the rest of your life. There’s nothing like a late-night
loon call or takin the boat across the lake to your ‘secret’ blueberry pickin spot. The old folks had a saying: ‘Joka aamu on
armo uusi,’ which I understand translates to: Every day is (brings) new grace. That pretty well sums up life on Lake One!
So, have a good time, and stop back some evening and we’ll watch for the northern lights!

Keep Our Children Safe on the Water
Child Life Jacket Wear Law Summary - Minnesota DNR
A legal measure that went into effect in 2005, requires a life jacket to be worn by children less than 10 years of
age when aboard watercraft in Minnesota when the craft is underway (not tied up at a dock or permanent mooring).
Exemptions from wearing
1. When in an enclosed cabin or below the top deck on a watercraft.
2. When on an anchored boat that is a platform for swimming or diving.
3. When aboard a charter (passenger) craft with a licensed captain.
When buying a child's life jacket, check for:
•
•

•
•
•

•

U.S. Coast Guard approved label.
A snug fit. Check weight and chest size on the label and try the life jacket on your child right at the store.
Pick up your child by the shoulders of the life jacket; and tell them to raise their arms and relax. The child's
chin and ears won't slip through a properly fitting jacket. Do NOT buy a jacket that is too large, hoping the
child will grow into it. Children come in many sizes and shapes. If a lifejacket style does not work well, try
another one.
Head support for younger children. A well-designed life jacket will support the child's head when the child
is in the water. The head support also serves to roll the child face up.
A strap between the legs for younger children. This helps prevent the jacket from coming off over the
child's head.
Selecting a fit for children between 30 and 50 pounds. While some children
weighing between 30 and 50 pounds may like the freedom of movement that a Type
III life jacket provides, only children that can swim and are comfortable in the water
should use a Type III. Most children in this weight range should wear a Type I or
Type II life jacket.
Comfort and appearance. This is especially important for teens, who are less likely
to wear a life jacket.
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What is One Thing You Can Do Today to Protect the Lake You Love?
Jeff Forester, Executive Director, Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates
The answer: Join Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates, (MLR) if you are not a
member already. There is no other group in Minnesota that does so much to protect the
lakes and rivers we all love. As Bernie Steves, President of the Otter Tail County AIS
Task Force, says “No group has done more to protect water than Minnesota Lakes
and Rivers.”
Your membership in Minnesota Lakers and Rivers Advocates provides a significant Return on Investment. MLR has
successfully lobbied to lower property taxes on lakeshore, create grant programs through DNR that support lake
association programming, trainings, and education from the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center for
lake home and cabin owners, and technical assistance from local units of government to support property owners and
lake associations.
When our members told us they were seeing more boating conflicts, dangerous boating, damage to shorelines and
lake bottoms, and rude boating behavior, MLR took action.
Last year we worked to fund research ($160k) at the St. Anthony Falls Lab, the oldest fluid dynamics lab in the
US, to study the height and energy of different wakes, from an 18-foot runabout to a wake surfing boat. The study
was released in February. Check the blog section of the new MLR website (https://mnlakesandrivers.org/) to see the
released study.
Last fall we worked to build a broad base of partners, including Hennepin and Goodhue County sheriffs, the National
Marine Manufacturing Association, Marine Retailers Association of the Americas, the Community of MN Resorts,
Tonka Bay Marina, and MN DNR in support of a new boater education and certification requirement.
•

Minnesota is one of only 8 states without a watercraft certification program,

•

Boating deaths broke a decades old record the summer of 2021,

•

Boating sales of paddle craft and larger pontoon and wake surfing craft have been up over 30%, escalating
conflicts among user groups,

•

Training will include Best Practices for safety, reducing user conflicts, preventing the spread of Aquatic
Invasive Species, preventing damage to shorelines from wake action and protecting lake bottoms from prop
thrust.

During the pandemic, more and more people bought lakefront property to self-isolate. More sales created a spike in
the value of shoreline. The resultant increases in property taxes are now starting to show up on proposed property tax
statements. This is resulting in a rise in market driven property taxes. MLR is working this session to create a state
buydown to offset these market driven tax increases.
MLR has gotten calls about both the cost and red tape lake associations must navigate to manage aquatic invasive
species in infested lakes. The DNR does not typically take any action to treat AIS once they are in a lake, yet the
DNR has stringent and costly permitting requirements. Local governments and lake associations bear the cost of lake
management and are required to do the planning and execution of the work. Lake home and cabin owners like you
pay the costs directly through contributions to your lake association or through local property tax levies. MLR took
action, we:
•

Surveyed Lake Associations about the DNR aquatic plant management programs to document the
issues. You can find a report of the results on the blog on our website.

•

Lobbied to create a $850k grant program for lake associations working to control AIS.
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MLR has launched four programs as well in our efforts to protect your lake and river heritage and investment. While
COVID-19 disrupted our pilots last summer, we had good feedback and impact and will work this summer to expand
them.
•

Stop Starry - with funding from the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund, MLR is providing boat
cleaning stations at the public accesses of lakes infested with Starry Stonewort so boaters can Clean, Drain
and Dry as they leave. This will lower the risk of AIS spread to the lake you love.

•

Lake Steward rewards and recognizes property owners who have preserved their shoreline and supports
those who want to restore their shore.

•

Up the Creek Meats connects lake associations with meat producers in their watershed that use regenerative
agriculture practices and work to protect water in their operations. You can buy food directly from producers
that farm in a way that protects the water in

•

Project WET is a national program that trains people and provides curriculum so they can engage audiences
from classrooms to fair booths to Chamber of Commerce events. Education is the first step in protecting our
lake heritage.

MLR’s mission is to, “Protect Minnesota’s lake and river heritage for current and future generations by forging strong
links among lakes, lake advocates and policy makers.” Our strategy focuses on four legs: (1) advocacy at the
Minnesota Legislature, (2) promotion of aquatic science, (3) education and organization of lake home and
shoreline owners to create a strong advocacy base, (4) professional media outreach to get your issues and
accomplishments into local and state media.
We cannot do this work without your generous contributions. Unlike most conservation groups, MLR receives the
majority of its funding from individual members like you. There is no other group so focused on the issues important
to you and we have a long track record of success.
By joining MLR you will receive communications on our legislative efforts, action alerts that make it easy for you to
contact your legislators on important legislation, an invite to our annual “Water Connects Us All” annual meeting as
well as free webinars and events. But more than that, you will be supporting the statewide lake group that does more
to protect the lake and the good times you have for the future.
JOIN Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates NOW to protect the lake you love!
You can make a contribution online at www.mnlakesandrivers.org. Just click on the “JOIN” button.
Or you can send a contribution to MLR, PO Box 22262, St. Paul, MN 55122 www.mnlakesandrivers.org ~
952-854-1317 ~ judy@mnlakesandrivers.org
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It’s all about the Alphabet Soup!
Michael Ostlund, Eagles Nest Township Director of Emergency Management
My first lesson in Emergency Management, back in 2007, was that ‘…we speak plain language….’ That means that when
communicating on a radio, don’t use codes or disguise what you’re trying to say. Just say it plainly. My second lesson was
that between the Federal Government, the States, and the local municipalities, we have more acronyms than you ‘can shake
a stick at.”
FEMA, DHS-CISA, DPS, ICS, NIMS, C-FLOP, USFS, DNR, SECB, and ECN are just a few.
Alphabet Soup! And, while these are important acronyms that define agencies and protocols,
perhaps the one that we in Eagles Nest Township need to pay attention to the most is CWPP.
That is the COMMUNITY WILDFIRE PROTECTION PLAN.
Back in 2019, a group of Eagles Nest citizens along with ENCEP (another acronym) – Eagles
Nest Committee for Emergency Preparedness – got together with some folks from Firewise and St. Louis County. Our
goal was to try and figure out what we could do to help protect ENT (see, one more) from a catastrophic wildfire.
Back in 2019, we came up with a number of things we could do to prevent wildfires – and we rated them by order of
importance. Back then, number one on that list was evacuation routes and notification information. After that it was
updating address signs, vegetation management and establishing fire breaks. While we also talked about fuels reduction in
the Township, the real work was trying to figure out how we get all the Eagles Nest residents to participate in our plan.
This is something that we need to have everyone on board with. In other words, we all need to be paddling in the same
direction.
And then, COVID. And the world seemed to come to a stop. Unfortunately, wildfires didn’t get the memo about COVID,
and they continued to destroy homes and properties. Not only in Minnesota with the Greenwood Lake fire, but western
states also saw wildland fire consume livelihoods and properties.
So, in February of 2022 we started the whole process over again. On a cold Saturday morning in February, we gathered
the ENCEP group together on Zoom along with some guests from the Board of Supervisors, Bear Head Lake State Park,
St. Louis County and Gloria Erickson from Firewise.
We started by reviewing what we started over two years ago and then asked the question “…are the priorities the same?”
What’s changed from 2019? While evacuation is still a concern, the general consensus of the group was that we should
focus on fire breaks – that space in the woods where there is a possibility of getting a fire stopped. We have already started
the process of working with St. Louis County on getting some land cleaned up.
And while fire breaks are a priority, so is working with our residents to encourage them to get “30’ of Defensible Space”
cleaned out around their homes and cabins. Clean out the dead balsam and woody debris from around your home. And
again, the challenge is to make sure that everyone knows about that priority.
And to help with this, we are again planning to apply for the “Chipping Grant” that funds the brush Chipping along selected
roads this fall. Details will be forthcoming. We are also going to host a multi-day brush drop off this fall for Township
residents. We are planning to have dumpsters available for residents to drop off brush that will be disposed of properly.
And, on August 13th ENCEP will have our annual Township evacuation exercise. This time, we are going to look at the
Lake Four area. Even if we’re not exercising on your road, please take the time to make sure you are prepared if you do
need to evacuate. Have your Go-Kit ready and have your communications plan in place with your family. Look to your
Road Ambassador for guidance and information.
Being prepared for wildfire takes some effort and it takes all of us working together to protect not only our own property,
but our neighbors as well. Watch for other opportunities to learn about how you and your family can be prepared. And
please don’t hesitate to ask for help – that is how Eagles Nest Township continues to be fire resilient.
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2022 Spring Firewise Tips
Gloria Erickson, Contracted St. Louis County Firewise

We all welcome spring, however spring before “green up” is also when our
region is at the highest risk for wildfire. Get outside, enjoy the fresh air, and
help your property become more wildfire resilient. There are many projects
you can do with little investment to lower your wildfire risks.
Be ready for emergency personnel if the need arises
• Check and clear around address and street sign and ensure the sign is perpendicular to the road and reflective
on both sides.
•

Clear your driveway of overhanging trees and branches at a minimum of 14 feet wide and 14 feet high for
easier access for emergency vehicles.

Make your home more wildfire resilient
• Screen areas below decks and porches with 1/8” wire mesh to help prevent
material from accumulating underneath.
•

Cover exterior attic and soffit vents with 1/8” metal wire mesh to help stop sparks from entering your home.

•

Sweep pine needles and leaves from porches and rake from under decks,
porches, play structures, etc.

•

Clear any needles and leaves out of gutters and off roofs.

•

Inspect and replace shingles or roof tiles as needed. Cover ends of tiles and
metal roofs with fire resistant stops to help prevent embers being sucked in during a wildfire.

•

Make sure chimneys have spark arrestors.

Make your property more wildfire resilient:
• Remove lower limbs of trees up to 6-10 feet off the ground within 30 feet of all structures to lower the risk
of the “ladder” fuel from the forest floor igniting the tree crowns.
•

Rake and remove pine needles and leaves and maintain trees, brush, and grass
within 30’ around your structures and propane tanks. And remember, a full tank is a safer tank in the event
of a fire.

•

Properly dispose of branches, weeds, leaves, and pine needles at designated
hazardous woody debris drop off sites.

•

Remove debris from around your home and under decks and porches, including wood piles, construction
materials, gas or propane tanks and trash.

•

All wood piles should be 30’ away from all structures.

Preparing our homes and communities for wildfire resiliency is a shared responsibility. We all can play a role to
lower our risks and build stronger community relationships.
For more information visit the Minnesota Arrowhead Fire Adapted Communities website: https://minnesotafac.org.
Content provided by Gloria Erickson, Contracted St. Louis County Firewise Coordinator. You can contact Gloria at
gloria@dovetailinc.org or 218-365-0878.
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A Friendly Reminder…How You Can Help Protect Our Lakes
Tim Decker

It is important that we, friends, family, and renters coming to visit, continue to protect our lakes from the introduction
and spread of additional aquatic invasive species. Please remember the following state aquatic invasive species laws
and recommendations established by the Minnesota DNR:
CLEAN all visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and other prohibited invasive species
from watercraft, trailers, and water-related equipment before leaving any water access
or shoreland.
DRAIN water-related equipment (boat, ballast tanks, portable bait containers, motor)
and drain bilge, live well and baitwell by removing drain plugs before leaving a water
access or shoreline property. Keep drain plugs out and water-draining devices open
while transporting watercraft.
DISPOSE of unwanted bait, including minnows, leeches, and worms, in the trash. It is
illegal to release bait into a waterbody or release aquatic animals from one waterbody to
another. If you want to keep your bait, you must refill the bait container with bottled or
tap water.
Additional Recommendations:
Spray, rinse, dry - Some invasive species are small and difficult to see at the access. To remove or kill them, take one
or more of the following precautions before moving to another waterbody, especially after leaving zebra mussel and
spiny water flea infested waters:
• Spray with high-pressure water.
• Rinse with very hot water: 120°F for at least 2 minutes; or 140°F for at least 10 seconds. This will kill zebra
mussels and some other AIS.
• Dry for at least 5 days.
• Run motor and personal watercraft for a few seconds to discharge water before leaving a water access.
• Transport fish on ice - be prepared, bring a cooler.
Cleaning stations are located at numerous public landings on area lakes. An attendant will spray your boat and trailer
with high-pressure hot water free of charge. For station locations, please use this web address:
https://webapps15.dnr.state.mn.us/ais_decon_sites.
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Welcome to Eagles Nest
Toni Floyd

This spring marks the end of my term as the Welcome Coordinator board member for the Lake Association. We have
seen 59 new arrivals during my tenure, and I hope they have all settled in nicely. We will need a replacement for me
very soon, and I encourage anyone with an interest to contact our president, Tim Decker at 612-875-5855. Though
we have no set way of handling the task, I will be happy to talk with my replacement about how I did the job.
Editor’s note: Thank you, Toni, for your six years of service as a board member and our Welcome Coordinator. You
did an excellent job of providing guidance to the board and welcoming new neighbors to our community.

Save the Dates
48th Annual Board Meeting and Picnic
A time to reconnect, meet new members, share a meal, and have fun. June 25th, Noon, Township Hall. Please bring
food to share (salad, side dish, dessert) and your own table settings for each person in your group. ENTLA will
provide grilled chicken, lemonade, and water.

Road Cleanup
Calling all able-bodied persons who like to see Eagles Nest roads clean.
When: May 28th, 10 A.M. and September 3rd, 10 A.M.
Where: Township Hall parking lot.

Romeos
(Retired Old Men Eating Out)
You need not be retired or old to be a ROMEO “member.” We meet at various restaurants in Ely and Tower from
May through October (schedule to be determined) to socialize and share stories over lunch. Dan Johnson has decided
to “pass the baton” and give another person the opportunity to coordinate our Romeo lunches. Thank you, Dan, for
being our Romeos coordinator the past four years. Anyone interested in volunteering for this role please contact Tim
Decker at 612-875-5855.

Juliets
(Just Us Ladies Interested in Eating Out Sometimes)
Juliets is a group of Eagles Nest Ladies who meet for lunch on the second Thursday of each month June through
October. We meet at Ely area restaurants at 11:30 a.m. Please consider joining us for lunch and good conversation. If
you are interested in attending, please call Sue Flesvig at 218-365-2253 and she will put you on our email list.

Eagles Nest Seniors
V. Myntti, on behalf of the Eagles Nest Seniors
The Eagles Nest Seniors hope to get together this summer, but it is too soon to commit to a schedule of dinners
and Saturday morning Coffees, with a new Covid variant looming.
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We are tentatively planning to have three informal dinner gatherings this summer on the last Mondays in June, July,
and August at 5 pm with a box supper provided for a nominal fee. (With masks and socially distancing during a social
hour.) Everyone is welcome to join us as long as they RSVP to let us know how many box suppers to order! More
info to come.
We also hope to elect new officers at our final gathering in August, since the terms of current officers have long
expired. We need you—please consider becoming an officer! You will have next winter to plan for an exciting
Summer of 2023, when we hope the pandemic is behind us.
While we all look forward to socializing once again, the health of our friends and neighbors is our paramount concern,
as we continue to monitor the Covid variants.
Please STAY TUNED for updates regarding the Eagles Nest Seniors gatherings during this summer 2022. We hope
to see you!

Fireflies
Sue Flesvig and DeAnn Schatz
The Eagle Nest Fireflies is a group in Eagles Nest that started in 2012. The purpose of the
Fireflies is to support and provide critical resources to our Fire Department in its efforts to
provide fire protection, emergency medical services and a safe environment for all
residents of Eagle Nest Township.
Since 2012 the Fireflies have given over $19,000.00 to the department to purchase
equipment. Some of the items are Jaws of Life, AED Defibrillators, Chop Saws, Hoses, CO2 Detectors, Camcorder,
Automatic BP Cuffs, six Pulse Oximeters, EMS bags, EMS vests, Flashlights, and a K12 Saw.
The Fireflies meet from June to September on the third Thursday of the month at 6:30 at the Townhall. We would
love all to join to help our Fire Department.
If you are interested in our group, please call DeAnn Schatz at 365-6326 or Sue Flesvig at 365-2253.

Warm Weather Means More People, More Activity
Please Go Slow and Be Careful
With the return of warm weather and our “snowbirds” from the south, we will see an
increase in activity on our roads. Please be careful and slow down for our pedestrians,
dog walkers, children, and bike riders. Remember, the posted speed limit is not always
the safest. Let’s make it a safe summer.

News About Dues
ENTLA annual dues are $10.00. To pay dues for 2022 and/or 2021 you may send a check made out to ENTLA to
this address:
ENTLA
1552 Bear Head State Park Rd.
Ely, MN 55731
You may also pay dues at our annual picnic and meeting planned for June 25th
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Concerned Husband
Once there lived a happy couple who had been together for decades. But after spending years together, husband was
concerned that his wife was not hearing well as she used to hear. He thought that she might need a hearing aid, but
he wasn’t sure how to approach her.
He called his family doctor asked for suggestion. The doctor told him to test it with a simple idea. The doctor said,
“Stand 40 feet away from her and speak as loud as you would speak to her in a normal conversation. Observe if she
hears you. If not, reduce the distance into 30 feet, then 20 feet, and so until you get a response. The distance will help
us to estimate her requirements for the hearing aid”
The next day, the husband saw his wife cooking dinner in the kitchen. So, he took the opportunity to check the
doctor’s Idea. He got 40 feet away from his wife and asked, “dear what is there for dinner?”. He waited for response
but did not get any.
He moved a bit closer and asked “dear, what is there for dinner?” He still did not get any response from his wife.
He then stood twenty feet away from his wife and asked the same question, hoping he would get a response this time.
But the wife did not respond.
He then stood just ten feet away from his wife and asked “Dear, what is there for dinner.” He did not get any response.
By now the husband was very concerned and felt pity about how bad his wife’s hearing is.
Then he walked right behind her and says, “Honey, what is there for dinner. “
The wife shouted, “John, this is the fifth time I’m saying, CHICKEN...!!”
Moral:
Sometimes, the problem may not be with others but could be very much within us.

Photo Gallery
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ENTLA Board Members 2022- 2023

Barney Anderson, 2024
Ryan Bajan, 2023
Bev Decker, 2024
Tim Decker, 2022

Toni Floyd, 2022

Officers
Co-Presidents
Barney Anderson, Tim Decker
Vice President
Open

Treasurer
Dennis Kaetterhenry

Dennis Kaetterhenry, 2022
Secretary
Jeff Mogush

Jeff Mogush, 2023
Joanne Schwartz, 2023

Water Clarity
Barney Anderson, Tim Decker
Water Quality
Joanne Schwartz
Welcome
Open
Membership
Dennis Kaetterhenry
Adopt a Highway
Barney Anderson

Board members may be contacted at:entlakesassn@gmail.com

Have an article, picture, suggestions for the newsletter? Contact Tim Decker at timdecker54@gmail.com or
612-875-5855. We need articles and pictures for the Fall newsletter.
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Membership Form and Directory Information
Eagles Nest Township Lakes Association
It is necessary to complete this form ONLY IF you are a
new member or there are changes from 2021-2022.

Only your name, township address and lake/cell phone number will be listed in the biennial directory
Name:
Alternate/Additional Name:
Circle One: Armstrong Camp Clear
EN Lake 4 Pickerel

EN Lake 1 EN Lake 2 EN Lake 3

Robinson

Five Mile Six Mile Back-lot

Lake/Township Address:
Lake Contact Phone Number:
Home Address: (To receive newsletters by mail when you are not at the lake.)
Street:
City:

State: _______

Zip:

Alternate Phone:
Email Address:
Additional Email Address:
Annual Dues: $10.00 per household, July 1st – June 30th
Make checks payable to “ENTLA” or Eagles Nest Township Lakes Association
Mail to: ENTLA
1552 Bear Head State Park Rd.
Ely, MN 55731
ENTLA e-mail: entlakesassn@gmail.com
Please circle those functions for which you would be willing to volunteer:
Board Member Roadside Cleanup Water Clarity Reader Mailing Preparation Picnic Preparation
Zebra samplers Boat Launch Ambassadors Water Samplers Miscellaneous – one-time help.

To volunteer as a Firefighter or First Responder contact our Chief at 218-365-4573 or
eaglesnestfirechief@citlink.net.
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ENTLA
1552 Bear Head State Park Road

ELY, MN 55731

June 25th at Noon
Annual Meeting and Picnic

