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From Your Co-President
Barney Anderson
As another year comes to an end, my hope is that winter will bring an abundance of snow to
replenish our amazing lakes and give us that winter wonderland so many of us enjoy. I hope Covid,
as we know it, will become a thing of the past, and the summer will be filled with joy, fishing, family,
and good clean water.
Working together, we can make this happen.
It is my pleasure to serve on the board. Please consider serving on our board as well.
Stay positive and healthy.

Get to Know Our Lakes
Clear Lake
Tony Pecha

Welcome to Clear Lake! Located along the newly reconstructed
portion of Highway 169 approximately 10 miles southwest of Ely,
Clear Lake spans 112.62 acres and 3.14 miles of shoreline. The
maximum depth is 24 feet. The lake serves as home to 14
permanent residential property owners and 16 seasonal property
owners. In addition to loons, a family of otters and a beaver
lodge, the lake is host to walleyes, northern pike, smallmouth and
largemouth bass, bluegills, and the remnants of a once healthy
crappie population.
Property owners living along Highway 169 were happy to have
the highway shifted south and away from the lake by approximately 20 feet with the reconstruction.
The shift significantly reduced traffic noise and provided better sight lines for drivers accessing the
highway from personal driveways. Even with better sight lines it can still be a little tricky pulling onto
the highway for local residents so give your neighbors a break and slow down in the immediate
area. In the fall, it will give you a chance to enjoy the spectacular colors.
Perhaps some of the more senior members of our
association can remember the four cabin Clear Lake
Resort and the adjoining tavern and dance hall operated
by the Bobence family. A stop allowed patrons to enjoy a
cold beer, purchase gasoline and kick up their heels to live
music!

There is no public access on the lake. Residents and other property owners have joined together to
privately stock walleyes in the lake. The program has enjoyed moderate success. All contributions
are made on a voluntary basis. Walleyes have been stocked on four occasions beginning in 2004.
The stocking efforts are coordinated with the Minnesota DNR.
Thanks for stopping by! Hopefully, you have enjoyed your brief visit.
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A 1940s Childhood on Eagles Nest
Terese Claeys

I often reminisce about my childhood and the time growing up in Ely, Minnesota in the 1940s. The
war years, the rationing, buying war stamps, going to school, playing in the streets. I think of how
Ely has changed. There were mom and pop grocery stores, two movie theatres, few cars, and many
taverns. Many of the men were employed by the iron ore mines, a dangerous job at the time.
My Aunt Albena had a cabin on Eagles Nest Lake 3. In the early 1940’s, she and I would go out to
the cabin for a few days at a time. We would usually take the train out and back. The train would let
us off at what is now Sunshine and Bear Head Park State Road. We would flag it down when we
wanted to return home. We walked from the tracks to the cabin which was quite a hike on a gravel
road. We would carry a minimum of food and extra clothing. Her cabin was well built with one
bedroom and an enclosed porch. And an outhouse named Hollywood. My dad would usually
arrange to have ice and food delivered. Lake water was used for cooking and cleaning. Sometimes
a neighbor’s pump was used for drinking water. Kerosene was used for lights and cooking. An
icebox kept the food fresh. No sauna but the lake was our shower. There was no electricity, running
water or indoor plumbing.
As a young girl, I really enjoyed being at the lake. There were not nearly as many cabins then.
There were three resorts on the road before reaching Albena’s. Two on Lake 2 and one on Lake 3,
Blessings, Godwin’s, and Eagles Nest. There were not many cabins past Albena’s until you reached
what is now Minnesota Blvd. where several families from Tower/Sudan had cabins. It was
nicknamed Tower Road at that time.
One of my memories was when Albena sent me to Blessings for a bottle of milk. The milk delivery
was late, so I waited there until it arrived. It was dark by then and I had to walk up the hill and down
to the cabin. I kept thinking all the way what if I met a bear on the road, what would I do. Got lucky
and didn’t see one.
After 1945 when the war ended and the soldiers returned (including my mother’s four brothers), it
seemed Ely became a busier place. Especially in the summer when tourists arrived to spend time
at the resorts. My friends and I would go down to the seaplane base on Shagawa and check out the
car license plates to see how many states were represented. We often spent the day swimming at
the lake. My dad, who worked at the train depot, would drive
us down after lunch and we would later walk back up town to
catch a ride home. Several of my friends’ parents had cabins
on the lakes which I often visited. It was such fun to take a
sauna and then jump into the lake. Many fond memories were
created back then.
Recently I was looking through items saved from Albena’s
and found her cabin instructions on a piece of cardboard.
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Eagles Nest Evacuation Exercise 2021
Mike Ostlund
Director of Emergency Management – Eagles Nest Township

We all heard about, and feared, the Greenwood fire in the Superior National Forest near Isabella,
MN earlier this summer. As a matter of fact, some of that fire is still burning and it may snow before
it’s completely out. The good news is that it is contained and being managed.
In a news conference, one Incident Commander compared the fire to a “freight train.” “…. once it
starts rolling, it starts to build up steam and feed off itself.” More than 400 firefighters were called
to help contain the fire – including your own Eagles Nest Fire Department. Numerous ENFD crews
made the drive down Hwy. 1 to help support the fire suppression efforts.
In the Greenwood fire, 290 homes were evacuated, and others were advised to prepare to evacuate.
In all, 12 homes and 57 buildings were destroyed in the fire. The good news in all of this is that no
lives were lost.
This is exactly the reason that ENCEP (Eagles Nest Committee for Emergency Preparedness) was
created. Started back in 2017, ENCEP is a group of volunteers that serve as “Road Ambassadors”
and work with ENFD and Emergency Management in Eagles Nest Township to make sure the
residents on ‘their’ roads have a point of contact in the event of a disaster.
The Road Ambassadors are also the ones that will help coordinate efforts if we need to evacuate a
road or roads in the event of a wildfire. The Road Ambassadors are connected to ENFD with twoway radios, and we meet monthly to maintain our preparedness. And we practice!
ENCEP held our second “Eagles Nest Evacuation Exercise –
2021” on August 14th. For three hours on a Saturday morning, we
simulated an approaching wildfire and evacuated Trygg,
Peninsula and Klondike roads. The ‘evacuees” were asked to
lock their doors, leave their homes and drive to the gravel pit at
Hwy. 169 and Trygg Road where we provided shelter and water.
Then, when we confirmed that the residents were safely
evacuated, we sent in the Fire Departments.
Michael Ostlund, Dir. Of Emergency
Management, and Larry McCray ENFD
Chief, review plans and objectives.

Michael Osltund briefs firefighters.
Safety is the top priority.

The ENFD along with Ely, Tower, Morse-Fall Lake, Gilbert and
the USFS were dispatched to a simulated structure fire on Trygg
Road.
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ENCEP practiced our ability to notify the Road Ambassadors on the roads, which we did via text
and two-way radio, who then notified the residents on their roads they needed to evacuate. Once
they arrived at the shelter, we checked them in, giving us an accounting of who’s there and who’s
not. In a real incident, we might find ourselves having to go get some residents. By the numbers,
we notified, evacuated and checked-in 34 families in just over 20 minutes.

Residents checking in.

The Fire Departments practiced moving water from the lake (we have no fire hydrants) to a ‘drop
tank’ where they pumped it to the hoses. It was a great day.

Water is pumped from Lake 2.

Water is transferred from the engine pump to
the tanker.

The tanker transfers water to a drop tank.

Water is pumped from the drop tank through the engine pump to fire firefighters at a rate of 400 gallons per minute
continuously for 45 minutes.

Exercises are not designed to find out what you know – they are designed for you to discover what
you DON’T know. We found a few things that we need to fix next time. At the end of our exercises,
we always hold a “Hot Wash” or a debriefing with both the residents and fire fighters. It gives us a
chance to ask questions and get feedback on the exercise
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Cleaning up

While many residents were appreciative of the fact that our Township actually thinks about things
like this, the most important comment of the day came from a woman who said, ‘…I’m no longer
afraid to evacuate thanks to this exercise.”
That is the reason we practice this. We hope and pray that we will never need to use these skills,
but they are an important, life-saving skills and ones that we will continue to exercise in ENT. We
are already planning the 2022 evacuation exercise, and we ask that if we are practicing on your
road, please take part in the exercise. Don’t think of it as an inconvenience – think of it as a few
hours of your time that could save you and your families’ lives.
Finally, think about creating a Go-Kit - those items you need should you have to evacuate. I would
encourage you to check out the Ready.Gov website where you can get information what needs to
be part of a Go-Kit. AND, if you’re interested in being part of ENCEP, please reach out to me at
mjostlund@msn.com or call me at 612.839.6501. We can always use more help!
Thank you for your support of ENFD and ENCEP. It is greatly appreciated.

Fire fighters review the evacuation
route and water pick up point.

Road Ambassadors Dick Flesvig and
Duane Bird talk with a Tower volunteer
firefighter.

Radio Check

Don’t forget your pets.
Debriefing after check in.
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Walking For a Cause
A big “thank you” to our Fireflies and all the organizers,
sponsors, and participants for remembering fallen First
Responders and raising money to support our fire
department. Our first annual 9/11 Memorial Walk had 60
participants and raised $9,820 (net) for our fire department.

BA refers to Bonnie Adams, a long
time, big supporter of our fire
department.
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Eagles Nest Firewise News
Gloria Erickson
St. Louis County Firewise Coordinator
A hearty “thank you” for a stellar MN DNR Firewise hazardous woody debris removal event in
Eagle’s Nest Township. This year the haul away road rotation included BHSP road from Walsh
Road to Lake Four, Lake Four roads, Swanson Shores, Jesse Lane, Migisi and Minnesota Blvd.
Our contractor hauled away 520 cubic yards of material weighing 130,000 lbs. The township roll
off event added another 180 cubic yards of hazardous woody debris material removed. Once again
Eagle’s Nest Township has shown their continued commitment to making their community be more
wildfire resilient. A gentle nudge to call or email me your volunteer hours for this event. This
information is essential to complete the grant funding requirements. Besides, I love to brag about
you guys.
Fall has officially arrived. Time to harvest, hunt and prepare our homes for winter. Here are a few
fall tips to help your property be more wildfire resilient.
1) Make sure your address sign is visible in all directions and out of the snowplows path.
2) Clean off roofs and gutters of all leaves and pine needles. Remove any branches that are
within 10 feet of the roof.
3) Clean out lumber and all other flammable debris from under and around decks.
4) Make sure your firewood is at least 30 feet away from all structures.
5) Make sure your driveway is clear of trees and overhanging branches at least 14 feet wide
and 14 feet high.
6) Trim grass and clear all dead vegetation away from all structures.
7) Fill propane tank and clear all vegetation at least 10 feet around and above your tank.
8) Have furnace inspected to make sure it is in proper working condition.
9) Have fireplace/wood stove chimneys cleaned and inspected. Remove any branches that are
within 10 feet of the chimney.
10) Prune all conifer trees within 30 feet of your structures at least 8 feet from the ground.
11) Remove and dispose of all “ladder fuels” from beneath trees within 30 feet of all structures.
(Ladder fuels are tall grass, small shrubs, trees, tree limbs and other materials that allow fire
to climb into the tree crown)
Visit our Minnesota Arrowhead Fire Adapted Communities website to learn more at
https://minnesotafac.org.
Be safe and enjoy this beautiful fall weather!
Gloria Erickson, contracted St. Louis County Firewise Coordinator
gloria@dovetailinc.org, 218-365-0878.
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2021 Water Clarity
Each month, June through September, a group of volunteers measure the clarity of our lakes. This
is done by attaching a Secchi disc (example pictured below) to a line and lowering it into the water.
The depth at which the disk is no longer visible is documented as the measure of the water clarity.
The monthly readings are recorded and sent to the DNR at the end of the season as well as
published below.
Thank you to our volunteers for their years of service:

Volunteer

Lake

Brian Bird

Armstrong

Dan Johnson

Clear

Gloria Gervais

Eagles Nest 1

Andy Urban

Eagles Nest 2

Linda Rodorigo

Eagles Nest 3

Jeff Mogush

Eagles Nest 4

Ann Hubbard

Robinson
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June
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September
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Date

Reading

29

18
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Reading

Date

Reading

3

21

Date
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Reading

4

16

7

13.5

9

10.5

14

9.5

13

11

26

23

6

14

Eagles Nest 1
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17

21

22

16.5

Eagles Nest 2

28

17

30

19.5

31

16

15

14.5

Eagles Nest 3

31

30.5

27

20

10

17.5

14

16

Eagles Nest 4

20

17

15

17.6

Robinson

Date

20.5
13

6.5
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ATV Trails and Eagles Nest Township: Still On-going
Bud Van Deusen

This summer’s challenges of having an ATV trail routed through our Township have not ended. I
have been gathering information about the actions and concerns from people, including ATV folks.
In this article I am going to try to point out some facts (via St Louis County) that have come to public
knowledge. My intent is to encourage everyone to use this information to express your choices as
time goes forward. As the old saying goes; “you can’t catch a fish sittin on the porch.” (Although,
here on the lakes at some cabins you can!)
A. An ATV Park is planned just east of Soudan, and Eagles Nest Township is in a direct line
between it and Ely. Once established, the ATV traffic on the connecting trail 4 could be high.
B. The current Purvis/Bear Head Road/Trygg Road posted trail is not permanent. For a number
of reasons, the County does not want the Purvis Logging Road used for an ATV trail.
C. A partial alternative of a portion of the route has been proposed that would take any ATV
traffic off Bear Head Road at Sunshine Lane and send it into the woods north of Sunshine
and bring it back out on to Trygg. Then, a short run south and jump off to go southwest
around Needle Boy Lake and back on to the old Railroad grade, continuing west.
D. There is a serious proposal nearing its approval stages that would bring an ATV trail from off
the Taconite trail @ halfway from Ely, work north then west to end on Mud Creek Road, @
¾ mile short of the Mud Creek. This appears to be another approved trail for public use. The
questions being asked: ‘What is the purpose dead ending on a county road? What do the
neighbors think? Is there going to be any public input on this? Would there ever be plans to
further this trail?
E. The construction of these trails has an economic/tourism/entertainment basis. Millions of
dollars of tax money are being invested. Yes, local folks will use the trails, and it will be tax
dollars and local club efforts that will maintain the trails into the future. The investments locally
that are driving to bring these trails into service, creates the impression that the traffic count
along these trails will only increase in the near future.
F. ATV traffic this summer/fall is far greater and of a different nature than previous. (Noted by
residents using the trail and noise reports) Incidents of ATV misuse have been collected.
Noise complaints are the major issue. Intrusion that causes a reduced quality of living along
the lakes due to noise and added use along Purvis logging road, Purvis Lake, and points
along Trygg and the Murray logging trails west of Lake Two are evident.
G. The Township Board has adopted a resolution opposing a route down Bear Head State Park
Road, Walsh Road, and portions of Swanson Shores Road and Migisi Road. Since Migisi
Road is the only one of those roads over which the Township has authority, the Board has
also adopted a resolution banning off-highway vehicles from it in order to block
that route. Alternative routes might be acceptable"
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H. It appears, that if nothing is done regarding concerns for these trails, that they will be realigned and permanently established. Then, these trails will be open to public use, May
through October every year. "Township residents' voices could affect the outcome of the
trails." So, I encourage you to learn more, make an effort if you do/or do not want to see
these trails in our Township. Squeaky wheels…
I. Here are some key people to contact. Please be specific as to what you like/dislike. Please
keep it factual to your quality of life:
St. Louis County Commissioner Paul McDonald:
mcdonaldp@stlouiscountymn.gov
Joseph Majerus, Tower DNR Parks and Trails area Supervisor:
joseph.majerus@state.mn.us
Julie Marinucci, St. Louis County Land and Minerals Director:
marinuccij@stlouiscountymn.gov
Nick Wogmun, Prospectors Trail Committee President:
prospectorsatv@gmail.com

If you want to discuss this with me, I will make myself available at the following:
flyvanair@gmail.com
To contact our Township Board Supervisor: ensupervisorfloyd@frontier.com.
Respectfully to all.

Our Board Needs You
The purpose of our board, as stated in our By-Laws, is “to generally
engage in the promotion, protection, and conservation of the lakes in
Eagles Nest Township and surrounding areas and countryside and to
participate actively in the encouragement of good conservation
practices, the protection of property, and all matters of common concern.” The board meets the
third Thursday of each month, May through September, for approximately one hour.
We have board members that have completed their term and “retired” from the board. We are
grateful for their service and contributions to making our community a better place. We are looking
for new board members to share their insight, opinions, and help make a difference in our
community. We believe there are many people that would make excellent board members and have
much to contribute. Please consider joining our board.
If you would like to know more, please contact Tim Decker at 612-875-5855.
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ENTLA Trading Post
Have something or a service you want to buy, sell, or trade? Send your ad to
timdecker54@gmail.com and we’ll list it in our “trading Post.”

Ponton Boat and Motor
• 1997, 20ft Premier with 2001 50 HP Honda motor
• Good condition
• Cover included
• Located on Lake 3
• $10,000
• Contact Tim at 612-875-5855
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Photo Gallery
Courtesy of ENTLA Members
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Have an article, picture, suggestions for the newsletter? Contact Tim Decker at
timdecker54@gmail.com or 612-875-5855. We need articles and pictures for the Spring
newsletter.
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ENTLA Board Members 2021- 2022

Barney Anderson, 2022

Officers

Ryan Bajan, 2023

Co-Presidents: Barney Anderson
Tim Decker

Bev Decker, 2022
Vice President: Tony Pecha
Tim Decker, 2022
Treasurer: Dennis Kaetterhenry
Toni Floyd, 2022
Secretary: Jeff Mogush
Dennis Kaetterhenry, 2022
Jeff Mogush, 2023

Committee Directors

Tony Pecha, 2022

Water Clarity: Barney Anderson
Tim Decker

Joanne Schwartz, 2023
Water Quality: Joanne Schwartz
Welcome: Toni Floyd
Membership: Dennis Kaetterhenry
Adopt a Hwy: Barney Anderson
Tony Pecha

Board members may be contacted at:entlakesassn@gmail.com
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